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50-day Adjusted Weight Report

Most of a lamb’s weight gain from birth to 10 weeks of age is a refl ecƟ on of the dam’s milk supply. AŌ er that the 
sire and lamb’s own geneƟ cs for growth will determine its weight gain, based on the feed you provide. Sheep 
lactaƟ on peaks at around 4 weeks aŌ er lambing and then declines steadily unƟ l the lamb stops sucking naturally 
aŌ er about 12 weeks postpartum. 

Recording a weight before the natural weaning point will help you fi nd the superior ewes in your fl ock. But it is 
misleading to make a straight comparison of lamb weights taken on a certain date if you aren’t making adjust-
ments for the age and sex of the lambs, the type of birth and rearing, and the age of their dams. 

An unadjusted weaning weight will favour single male lambs, born early in the season and raised by mature 
ewes. A smaller female lamb, born three weeks later and raised as a twin by a young ewe would be overlooked 
as a replacement, and her dam might even be culled despite her great potenƟ al.

The 50-day adjusted weight takes all those variable into account and allows you to compare lambs as if they are 
all raised exactly the same, and then weighed at exactly 50 days of age. The higher the adjusted 50-day weight 
the more producƟ ve the dam, and the more confi dence you will have choosing replacement ewe lambs from 
your hardest working ewes.

Lamb age adjustment to 50 days old at weighing
 » Weight gain from birth to weigh date is calculated. If you have not recorded birth weight then the default 

birth weight is used. 
Example: Lamb #123
 » Birth weight = 11 lbs; 50-day actual weight = 62 lb: 
 » Age in days at weighing = 55 days

Weight gain = (62 - 11) = 51 lb gain divided by 55 days = 0.93 lb/day gain
 » Weight is adjusted to 50 days old

Weight adjusted to 50 days = birth weight (11 lb)  + 0.93 lb x 50 days (46.5 lb) = 57.5 lb (what this lamb would 
have weighed when it was exactly 50 days old.) 

Adjustment factors
This table shows the adjustment factors used - these are relaƟ ve to a basis of 1.00  - i.e a single ram lamb reared 
by a mature dam. AŌ er adjusƟ ng for age, weights are further adjusted for non-geneƟ c eff ects of age of the dam, 
lamb type of birth and rearing, and lamb sex. The fi nal adjusted 50 day-weight is obtained by mulƟ plying the 
age-corrected weight by the three environmental adjustment factors for dam age, type of birth and rearing and 
lamb sex.

Examples: 
Lamb #123 - single-born wether, raised as a single by a 4-year old dam, 62 lb actual weight
= 57.5 lb (age adjusted weight) x .97 (wether) x 1.00 (born as; raised as single) x 1.00 (4 year-old dam) 
= 55.75 lb adjusted 50-day weight

or lamb #123 - triplet-born ewe lamb, raised as a twin by a 2-year old dam, 62 lb actual weight
= 57.5 lb (age adjusted weight) x 1.00(ewe lamb) x 1.29 (born as 3; raised as 2) x 1.08 (2 year-old dam) 
= 80.1 lb adjusted 50-day weight

When the two dams are compared in the 50-day adjusted weight report, the young dam that raised good twins 
will be higher ranked than the older ewe with the single. This is much more accurate than a simple weaning re-
port by liƩ er weight, where lambs could be more than 30 days and 30 lbs apart for non-geneƟ c reasons.
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Class Factor
Age of Dam 1 year-old 1.14

2 year-old 1.08
3 to 6 year-old 1.00

Over 6 years old 1.05

Lamb Sex Ram .91
Wether .97

Ewe lamb 1.0

Birth & Rearing Type Born as: raised as
1 : 1 1.00
1 : 2 1.17
2 : 1 1.11
2 : 2 1.21
3 : 1 1.19
3 : 2 1.29
3 : 3 1.36

These adjustment factors used in FarmWorks were provided by the American Sheep Industry,  Sheep ProducƟ on Guide 2009.

To use this report:
 » Record a weight in FarmWorks (weaning weight, 8-week weight or just an ordinary weight) when lambs are 

between 35 and 65 days old. 
 » The group of lambs you want to compare should be reasonably close in age i.e. born over one cycle (17 days), 

or maximum one and a half cycles (25 days).
 » Choose a weigh date when the median age of the lambs is close to 50 days. For example, in a group of 100 

lambs born between January 1 and January 25 (25 days = 1.5 x 17-day estrus cycles):
Feb 19 - the oldest lambs (born on Jan 1) will be 50 days old but the youngest lambs are too young to weigh.
March 16 -  the youngest lambs (born on Jan 25) will be 50 days old but the oldest lambs are too  old to weigh.
Weigh the group March 3 when the middle of the group (born Jan 13) is 50 days old; the oldest and youngest lambs 
in the group will sƟ ll be in the 35 to 65 day age range.
 » If there is too wide a spread in lamb ages then the oldest and youngest lambs will be outside of the 35 to 65 

day range and will not appear on the 50-day adjusted weight report.
 » If there is a wide range in lamb ages then break one group into several smaller groups to bunch up the lambs 

of similar ages.
 » This is a dam report, not a lamb report, so put the ewes you want to compare in a management group fi rst to 

make it easier to select them. 

50-day Adjusted Weight Report
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This report is for comparing ewe performance based on lamb growth from birth to 50 days of age. Lamb weights 
are taken from 35 to 65 days of age, then adjusted either up or down to compensate for the non-geneƟ c factors 
that infl uence growth rate.

Note: FarmWorks will accept either imperial (lbs) or metric (Kg). If using lbs ignore the “Kg” symbol on weight 
fi elds.

Use this report:
 – To select replacement ewe lambs based on beƩ er criteria than just weaning weight.
 – To select replacement ewe lambs from producƟ ve young ewes 
 – To compare ewe performance with adjustments made for lamb age, sex, birth and rearing, and the age of the 

dam.

50-day Adjusted Weight Report

1. Go to Reports > Sheep > 50-day Adjusted Weights
2. Use the fi lters to select the ewes you want to compare or use the date rage for when the 50-day weight was 

taken.
3. Select some opƟ onal fi elds from the list on the right-hand side. 
4. Select Group by Dam to display individual lamb weights plus totals and averages for the liƩ er.
5. Click View Report.
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